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INSERTING A CHEST TUBE
WITHOUT ANESTHESIA

All the doctor knows is restricted
to the furnace of my chest.
The infection electrifies my ribs.
When the doctor touches me
he is shocked.
It is small warning.
He leaves me burning
and returns
with the metal dilator.

I tilt on my side, tense
as timber about to fall.
A sterile drape covers
my face and shoulders;
its sheen traps my heat
then transfers it to me.
The doctor wedges the dilator
between my ribs and pounds,
ax to wood, splintering tissue-
how many blows?
I lose count-after one
there are no numbers.
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